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SPACE FICTION ADVENTURE IN PICTURES No. 6 4 





FOUR STAR-SYSTEMS WERE UNDER EARTH CONTROL 
SOL, BARNARD, CENTAURI AND CYGNUS. THE SYSTEMS 
WERE FILLED WITH TERRAFORMED WORLDS. AS WELL AS 
LESS ADAPTED ONES—AND HUMANITY HAD BECOME AS 
VARIED IN SIZE AND SHAPE AS THE PLANETS ON WHICH 
THEY LIVED. YET, LAW AND ORDER WAS STILL A THING 
MEN HOPED FOR. AND NEVER SEEMED TO FIND. ONE 
MAN SET OUT TO ESTABLISH LAW, AND EXTINGUISH ` 
CRIME 





A ROUTINE VOYAGE FROM GANY 
CREW AND PASSENGERS OF THE CYGNAN STARLINER, GILCAYN. FIVE LIGHT YEARS FROM 
SOL THE HUGE LINER WAS ATTACKED BY A FLIGHT OF UNMARKED STAR-FRIGATES, 





ATTENTION GILCAYN 
ONE OF MY CREWS WILL 





RCE ON BOARD THE STARLINER WASN'T PREPARED 


THEY'RE COM RY ў 
E MAG 





|| 


ë WERE TOLD У 
ING NOT TO RESIST, Ў 


YOU 


7 HR MA 













ዘ ነ той а YOUNG TEHRAN SE 
as 





{ΤΥ OFFICER WAS Om 

ww ye ау 

KIRBY! PULL Gacy 7 » 

COVER von ў) «ϐ 
To 





GET BACK INTO" B SECTION ACTIVATE TRE | 
DIA TION DOOR _ WE'LL BE SAFE BEHIND THAT 
SR АЯП GO — ГИ COVER YOU. 7 ы 











THE ADHESIVE " GELLIES " — GELATACH NEUTRON DEVICES — WERE LETHAL GENES 
ر‎ мды TO CAUSE MAXIMUM DAMAGE IN AN ENCLOSED SPACE ў 





THE BLAST LIFTED GLAVE OFF HIS FEET — Pr ΠΣ. 





"SONE DEAD, ONE DYING 一 “መ ሠ 
PUT HIM INTO THE LIFEBOAT. A = 
ር 724 — „=> px E 













| ! 
DON'T TRY TALKING, BOY — YOU'RE BADLY 

HURT. THIS MED- SHIP FISHED YOU OUT OF ል ፥ 
LIFEBOAT ል DAY AGO, AND WE TREATED YOU | 

Жа AS WELL AS WE COULD, WE'LL BE LANDING IN J * ; 

А COUPLE OF HOURS, 7 一 KG 
















| 
| 





| 





ГМ SORRY ABOUT YOUR ARM, 
YOU'D BEEN IN SPACE ABOUT ል 
DAY, ГО RECKON, BEFORE WE 

FOUND YOU, AND THE WOUND 
WAS TOO FAR GONE TO ENABLE 

US TO DO MUCH WITH THE SIMPLE 
EQUIPMENT ON BOARD... 


΄ 















WHAT ABOUT, THE OTHERS? 


TWO SECURITY GUARDS DEAD AND THE a 
PASSENGERS HAVE BEEN PICKED UP. THE 4 
SHIP'S VANISHED, ALONG WITH ONE 
PASSENGER — A DR DREW. 





WEEKS LATER, IN THE OFFICES OF GALACTIC SECURITY. 
1 


THEN [ለላ 
DISMISSED, SIR? 


YOU ARE NOT OF THE REQUIRED 
STANDARD MEDICALLY. YOU WILL 
RECEIVE A DISABILITY PENSION, 
BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR... 

ER SHORTCOMINGS YOU ARE 

NO FURTHER USE TO US. 7 


















SOMEBODY KILLED 
TWO OF MY FRIENDS, 
AND DID THIS TO ME 
...1 TAKE THE 
DISABILITY 
PENSION — AND I'LL 
У FIND OUT WHO DID 






NEWS OF GLAVE'S " RETIREMENT “ REACHED THE EARS OF A PETTY CRIMINAL ADAMS. 


ND YOU'RE 5 መ= THIS 5/4 
(TRANSACTION IS LEGAL, ADAMS? 


3 - wee “SS. ο) 

AA QUITE SURE, QUESTOR. THE JANDAR COMPANY ү መ 
PR HAS INFORMED THE CENTAURI GOVERNMENT JUN Å 
τας OF EVERYTHING THAT 15 HAPPENING. j 








COMPANY — OPERATES FROM THE JOVIAN MOON OF ~< 


THE JUPITER AND NEPTUNE DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 
CALLISTO? AND THEY WANT ME TO GO TO ABRAXAS wry?) 





JANDAR KNOW MY TERMS — ГЦ 
TAKE THE JOB. — 


ሂ 


Ὦ 


JANDAR HAVE FULL MINING RIGHTS 
TO ABRAXAS, BUT ANOTHER MINING 
CORPORATION HAS A FACTORY SHIP 
THERE. AND 
NOTHING SHORT OF FORCE 15 
GOING TO MOVE THEM, JANDAR 
DOESN'T HAVE THE MEANS ТО 
COUNTER THAT! I THOUGHT YOU 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP. “У 





GLAVE WENT TO ABRAXAS, THE THIRD PLANET IN THE CENTAURI SYSTEM IT WAS LIKE 3 ፦ 
PRIMITIVE EARTH LE PLD 


THIS ARMONOCEROUS 15 THE = ONLY) 
FORM OF TRANSPORT AS SURFACE / 
CRAFT ARE BANNED HERE. 7 一 





GLAVE SOON FOUND THE MASSIVE FACTORY SHIP. 


GLAVE'S ADVANCE WAS WATCHED BY BARKA, 
FROM THE PLANET SYNMARI. 





ar 
14 
— n ше _ же ай παν шы" a жән та жен ж παν Á 


UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE MINING ACT I MUST 
TELL YOU TO GO... THIS IS NOT YOUR LAND 
TO EXPLOIT LEAVE OR FURTHER ACTION SHALL BE 


al 


(- А HOLOGRAPHIC PROJECTION, 
' (GENTLEMEN, I SUGGEST YOU LOOK 
BEHIND YOU. 
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\ 


аў” 


YOU CANNOT HURT AN ARM 
THAT IS NOT THERE 





' “።ሙ RU 


Р 


= z 


GENTLEMEN, WHILST YOU WERE 
BEING SO RUDE TO MY HOLOGRAPH 
| HAD THE CHANCE TO GET ABOARD 
> FOR A WHILE . 





` 
2.7. 
г. = 


"d 


е“ of pm 


< MS 


£D HIS PAYMENT. 


/ ά 
(м 


А MAGNASHEATHED HOMING-KNIFE- 
TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS, 
QUESTOR? ARE YOU SURE THAT'S 














THE GILCAYN AND THE MISSING 
ኔ DOCTOR SORRY, NOBODY'S 
[ HEARD А THING. WHY, QUESTOR? = 
GLAVE'S REPUTATION SPREAD, AND THE JANDAR COMPANY EMPLOYED HIM AGAIN — ON 
THE MERCURY SEAS OF PLUTO. | 


Қ | HAVE MY REA 5 
GOODBYE 
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THE TEMPERATURE ON PLUTO WAS BELOW FREEZING — A COLD NO MAN COULD STAND 
FOR ANYTHING BUT A FEW FLEETING MINUTES. | — а 


а aco а 


GLAVE FIRED A NEUTRON 
ROCKET AT THE WRECK. 
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THE WRECK DISINTEGRATED. Ғ? 
AT w ” . 
A . é 










SCANNERS SHOW SPACEVESSEL 
CLOSING IN FROM SBLA 2U LD 






Nå 


per «δω NÅ 





PIRATE CRUISER TURNED INTO AN ATTACK RUN. 
IN 


THEY KNOW ፌፌ-- 
WE'RE UNARMED. 





— Я 


А SHORT PLASMA BURST FROM THE CRUISER DISABLED THE SKIMMER. መመ. 


26 
ል BAND OF PIRATES DESCENDED ТО THE SKIMMER Ν 


LDON'T KNOW WHY YOU'RE 
GOING ABOUT BLOWING UP OUR 
SILICON HOARDS — BUT YOU'RE 
COMING WITH US. 


QUESTOR CAUSED THIS... 
( NOW HE'S DESERTED ME. UN 





CREW WERE MARCHED INTO THE C8UILER AND f THE COMTROL ይ ጻር 5 


THE CAPTAIN AND 


WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
WHO'S AT THE CONTROLS? 





FINALLY, CAME THE | ТО QUESTOR — NAME 
ULTIMATE CHALLENGE TO YOUR OWN PRICE TO 
QUESTOR. | | ESCORT THE DARASTINE 

TT STARUBY. 


GUARDING THE DARASTINE STARUBY! 
THE MOST POTENT FORCE KNOWN. 


pe LEST NO TIME IN CONTACTING THE AUTHORITIES. 


DD THIS 15 THE FIRST TIME 
N I'VE SEEN THE STARUB 
= $ | 


WHO GAZE ON IT. CONTAINED WITHIN IS THE {409 
"| POWER TO SUSTAIN LIFE FOR A MILLION YEARS, 
2 b. YET SO MANY SEEK TO OWN IT THAT IT IS TO 
BE TRANSPORTED TO A SAFE PLACE ON THE 
Y ТРУД PLANET MILLHAL. 


I TRUST NOTHING WILL 
GO AMISS, QUESTOR. 


SO DO I. A NICE VOYAGE TO MILLHAL IN THE BARNARD 
SYSTEM IS ALL I WANT. I NEED NO FEE... , JUST SURGERY. 





ARE YOU CERTAIN YOUR 
— PLAN WILL WORK? ፒም 
PE ኤታ 


YES! | TAKE THE STARUBY IN MY SHIP SECRETLY, 
WHILST THE STARLINER SETS SAIL FOR MILLHAL— 
SUPPOSEDLY CARRYING IT, BUT ONLY YOU AND I 

WILL KNOW THAT—1 TRUST... 


HALF A MILLION MILES FROM EARTH, А, 
GLAVE'S SHIP AND THE STARLINER PARTED , 
COMPANY. 


PROGRAMMING THE AUTOMIND WITH THE BARNARD SYSTEM'S SPACIAL CO-ORDINATES, в» 


Це) 


GLAVE SETTLED BACK FOR A QUIET VOYAGE be 





ARSECS FROM MILLHAL, PIRATE FRIGATES 
АЕ — AND GLAVE HAD SEEN THEM ONCE 


BEFORE 


GATES THAT ATTACKED THE 
+ (αὶ GILCAYN! NOW MAYBE | CAN GET 
SOME ANSWERS. 


т 





DODGING THE FRIGATE'S ATOMIC BEAMS EFFORTLESSLY, GLAVE REPLIED WITH THREE 
PLASMA CANNON. А 


ر 


© MIN 
πο ON S ару 
y 7077729 
j Pp P 22 
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f 
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THE OTHERS TRYING TO SNEAK 
IN BEHIND, EH? TIME TO TRY 
OUT ONE OF MY LARGER 
PAYMENTS, I THINK. 


5 ШТ 
Я | 4 Ax | 
THE WARP VORTEX PROJECTOR HAD BEEN DEVELOPED ON EARTH. IT TWISTED EVEN THE 


VACUUM OF INTERSTELLAR SPACE INTO STOMACH-CURDLING KNOTS. G = 
1 E VE | 
THE ONLY SHIP TO BE EQUIPPED WITH IT — PAYMENT FOR A JOB WELL DONE Zn 








ГО BETTER FINISH 
THIS — FAST! 


ATTENTION, FRIGATE! YOU ARE 
HOLED IN THREE PLACES AND 
LOSING ATMOSPHERE RAPIDLY, 
SURRENDER, AND ГЦ ALLOW YOU 
ABOARD MY SHIP. REFUSE — AND I 
x THINK YOU'VE JUST GOT TEN 


AGREED. THERE ARE 
FOUR OF US LEFT... 
















YOU'RE GOING TO ТЕЦ ME A FEW THINGS... WHO ARE 
YOU WORKING FOR? WHAT HAPPENED TO THE GILCAYN? 
WHERE'S OR DREW? AND WHAT DO YOU INTEND TO DO WITH 
THE DARASTINE STARUBY? 





/ 
N 


ALL WE HAD TO DO WAS STEAL THE 
STARUBY AND DELIVER IT TO 
SOMEONE ON GANYMEDE! WE 
KNOW NOTHING ABOUT THE 






YOU ARE TOO SCARED TO LIE. THERE 
IS NO REASON TO SUPPOSE WHATEVER 
ORGANISATION YOU WORK FOR HAS 










I DON'T KNOW. WE WERE TO WAIT TO 
BE CONTACTED. THE CODEWORD HE'D USE 
WAS TO BE VANDERDECKEN. 











VANDERDECKEN WAS THE SPACEMAN'S LEGEND. 
A ROGUE WORLD THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO DRIFT 
THROUGH THE GALAXY, HAVING NO STAR 
SYSTEM OF ITS.OWN 





GLAVE QUESTOR BROUGHT HIS CRIPPLED SHIP THROUGH MILLHAL'S ATMOSPHERE TO LAND © + 


SAFELY. 





HE RECEIVED AN ARM AS HIS FEE — 
POWERED BY A MINIATURE FUSION 
REACTOR, IT INCORPORATED А -一 一 
DEADLY NEUTRON BEAMER — THE 
MOST DESTRUCTIVE WEAPON IN THE 
‚FOUR SYSTEMS. 







AND NOW — [እላ READY! 


40 
GLAVE TRAVELLED TO GANYMEDE, A HUGE INTERSTELLAR SPACEPORT. 7 





THE SPACEPORT IS THE 
OBVIOUS PLACE TO 
START LOOKING FOR A 
CONTACT. 





IQ 


WITHOUT WARNING. TWO MEN DROPPED TO THE GROUND: EACH ARMED WITH ION-DRILLS 








га 
e WOULD THESE TWO 
MINERS WANT TO KILL ME? 


COMRADES OF 
Д THE NINE WERE AN ሙን 
INTERSTELLAR TERRORIST 
GROUP WHOSE АМ WAS TOTALE ~ 
BREAKDOWN OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 





I'VE ALREADY DEALT 
WITH THE DISTURBANCE 








—————————— 
GLAVE CALLED IN ON AN OLD FRIEND — GORDON BRENT, EX-SECURITY NOW A P 
Ж и s: “ግም 1А А У / Д 


⁄ р 


д ў. 2 


HELLO, GORDON. 
ΤΡ 





GLAVE, WHAT'RE YOU У? Å 
DOING ON GANYMEDE? j 
سے‎ | Г? 


ра 


፤ PASSING THROUGH, 
ЙӨ UST PASSING m “as 


GLAVE EXPLAINED ALL HE HAD LEARNED AS GORDON 
LISTENED WITH GROWING INTEREST. 


IT'S RUMOURED THAT THE 9 USED ТО 
Я HIDE ON-THE CYGNAN WORLD OF 
= JAZUME 





THIS MOON FOR TOO LONG— 
MIND IF | COME ALONG? 


THE TWO MEN MADE THEIR WAY TO THE CYGNUS STARLINER. 





I ALWAYS HATE SPACE JUMPING 一 EN 2 
IT TURNS MY STOMACH INSIDE- oun Ki 
е T WAS JUST THINKING ABOUT THE б 
al ща TIME | MADE ша TRIP. 
E 7 _ 
ም ' > 


ГА 





AS THE STARLINER CAME OUT OF HYPERDRIVE. 


SINCE THE GILCAYN ATTACK, CONCEALED WEAPONS SYSTEMS HAD BEEN INSTALLED ON F 
LINERS 


OKAY, SKIPPER... 
CANNON REVEALED. 





THE MULTIPLE ACTION PHOTON PULSARS BLASTED OUT. "ANN W N # Ж. 


= Ὧν 
„ош 





AGAIN! IT'S 
HAPPENING AGAIN! 


iS А | t 
l'LL BE READY FOR 
THE BOARDING PARTY. 


A 


Tu 


RA о 


YOU WERE GETTING TO BE A BIT OF 
A NUISANCE, AND WE OF THE NINE 
THOUGHT STEERING YOU INTO THIS 
WOULD BE THE BEST WAY TO ASSURE 
YOUR . . . CO-OPERATION. SHALL WE 


GO BACK INSIDE? 
ΙΖ “መ 





WITH GLAVE ABOARD, THE FRIGATES LEFT THE DAMAGED LINER TO HER REPAIRS 


ἂν "S 





TON BOARD THE FRIGATE, GLAVE LEARNED A LITTLE MORE 
ABOUT HIS CAPTORS — AND HIS EX-FRIEND, 


x * |» 





i» THE NINE DIED, I WAS APPOINTED. Emm = 
NOW I AM SECOND IN COMMAND. ), MIGHT == 
ЖАҚ WE BE GOING NOW? 


TO VANDERDECKEN. 





54 
VANDERECKEN WAS A SELF-CONTAINED CITY PLANET — A MOBILE WAR MACHINE, 





AFTER A HUNDRED MILLION YEARS IT’S STILL FUNCTIONAL. WE 
KNOW NOTHING ABOUT WHO OR WHAT BUILT IT—OR WHY IT’S 
BEEN DRIFTING EMPTY FOR SO LONG. WE DO KNOW THE 
DARASTINE STARUBY WAS WHAT WE NEEDED TO MAKE IT 


AFTER DOCKING, GLAVE WAS MARCHED DOWN MILES OF CORRIDOR. 


TA КА) 
Gr 


“а | 


аф ё 


Ша)! ° OS a WEAK NEUTRON FIELD IS 
er ( ENOUGH TO DISTRACT THEM. 





NEAT MOVE, GLAVE — 
BUT YOU MISSED ME... 









GLAVE BEGAN A SWIFT SEARCH THROUGH THE VAST ALIEN VESSEL. 


— > у 
А RE TIME TO INTRODUCE MYSELF. . 2277 
Ж IM £ 7) [ ба F > 


GLAVE BLASTED THE GUARDS AND THE DOOR. 
PRD (%- / 


4 4 
DE 








NOT A PRISONER? Ж 
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DON'T INTEND TAKING ANY CHANCES WITH 
\ THAT ARM OF YOURS LIKE POOR BRENT DID. 












| DISCOVERED VANDERDECKEN AT 
THE SAME TIME AS THE STARNOVA 
PRINCIPLE WHICH SENDS A STAR 
SUPERNOVA AND THUS DESTROYS 
AN ENTIRE SYSTEM. THE 
GOVERNMENT REFUSED ME Y 
PERMISSION TO RESEARCH MY D 
STARNOVA PRINCIPLE ANY 
FURTHER. ALL I NEEDED WAS A FEW 
FRIENDS . , , EIGHT IN ALL AND 
VANDERDECKEN. THE COMRADES OF 4 
THE NINE WILL CONTROL THE 
"TY UNIVERSE. Т) 

























60 
GLAVE WAS FLUNG INTO A STRANGE CHAMBER. ZA MN In ሠ 
UNE SER аа, 







Αν 








GLAVE REMOVED A TOOTH FROM HIS 


/ 
MOUTH — A SHORT-TERM CRYSTAL ag NE AWAY Ж 
ВЕАСТОВ — == NT , 
YOU DIDN'T REALLY THINK TO GO ERI PREVENT DREW'S MONSTROUS PLAN. 
ABOUT W ARE, DID JES” [Z 
Y ? == å 
Ау у መሙ” 


ITHOUT ል SP 
U, DOCTOR 
pros "s" ии 
\ же 









R 
о 
γιά 
СА / 








GLAVE CUT A HOLE IN THE ROOF AND CLIMBED INTO THE CORRIDOR ABOVE. 
å v ፦ = tt ሥሠ 


+ 


AN ELECTRON FEED FOR АМ | 
INERTIA REACTOR... AN 
OVERDOSE OF NEUTRON WILL 


a 
ኣጩ CAUSE HYPERHEATING, AND ል 
me 





4: GLAVE ረረ IN SP 


AS МАТЕР HI S CYR ROGEN 





— 
А GREAT FLAME BELCHED MANY MILES OUT INTO SPACE — SIGNALLING THE END OF THE 
VANDERECKEN, DR DREW'S STARNOVA WEAPON, AND THE COMRADES OF THE NINE. THE № 





А FEW UNITS LATER — ፪፪ 
Ar 











i ; 


` 





^d 


À 4 : 
MY SIGNAL BEACON IS SWITCHED 


N 
Av Ом... NOW I WAIT FOR RESCUE, 
ያ 


. BEARING 010 
... GREEN 237. 





GLAVE WAS PICKED УР. ፻ ዊም v TAKE ME TO EARTH... NOW! 


HYPER JUMPING THROUGH SPACE, GLAVE REACHED EARTH QUICKLY. 


pU 


COMRADES OF THE NINE... 
DR DREW AND GORDON ARE p 
DEAD — THAT LEAVES SEVEN. 
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+++ THAT LEAVES SEVEN. MY MISSION 
WAS KNOWN ONLY TO ME AND THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL, YET SOMEHOW 
THE PIRATES FOUND OUT AND I WAS 
ATTACKED. IT IS NO CO-INCIDENCE 
THAT THERE ARE SEVEN MEMBERS OF 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL... (5 IT 
COMRADES OF THE NINE? τς 


SAL ОЛ 
| 


GLAVE RELATED HIS TALE TO THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. 


е. 














N 


N 
N 


GLAVE QUESTOR'S VENGEANCE WAS COMPLETE, BUT HIS LIFE HAD JUST STARTED. A LIFE 
DEVOTED TO THE EXTERMINATION OF CORRUPTION, AND THE DESPERATE PEOPLE WHO 
WOULD DO ANYTHING FOR POWER. τῇ 

š ΓΡ ( / 


f 


S әм, Е 
MT DENN ገ 
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DON'T MISS THIS MONTH'S 
OTHER ACTION-PACKED 
~- * , ADVENTURE 
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